
 

Social Studies: 
The 4th grade Social Studies 

curriculum focuses on Indiana state 
history.  All students will be learning 
Indiana history with their My World, 
Indiana History workbook.  In the 
workbook students will learn about the 
three different regions of Indiana, their 
locations within the state, and for 
what each region is known. 

They will also learn about the 
different Native American groups that 
lived in Indiana and the opportunity to 
learn about Indiana during Pioneer 
times when we go on our Cabin Days 
field trip in the fall.  This field trip 
focuses on the important figures who 
helped create the South Bend we know 
today. 

Students will also learn about 
the natural resources and industries 
that helped create Indiana’s economy. 
 

Contact Information: 
Please contact your child’s teacher if you 
have any questions or concerns about our 
curriculum.  
Mrs. Bellina: 

sbellina@sbcsc.k12.in.us	
Ms. French: 

bfrench@sbcsc.k12.in.us	
Mr. Maller: 

jmaller@sbcsc.k12.in.us	
Ms. Gavin: 

agavin@sbcsc.k12.in.us	
Ms. VanBuskirk: 

nvanbuskirk@sbcsc.k12.in.us	
 

PLTW: 
Project Lead the Way, also known as 
PLTW, is a program that encourages 
students to use science, technology, 
engineering, and math skills to solve 
real world problems. In 4th grade, we 
focus on energy, where we have to 
design and build a vehicle restraint 
system to keep an egg safe during a 
collision. We also learn about 
computer programing and create our 
very own video games using the app 
Tynker. We not only learn about how 
a computer’s brain works, but we also 
learn about our very own brain! In 
this unit we build model brains and 
learn about what each part does. 
PLTW is a fun and engaging program 
that teaches students problem-solving 
strategies, critical and creative 
thinking, and how to communicate 
and collaborate with one another. 



 
 

Math: 
In 4th grade, Kennedy students 

have homeroom math and math 
flex.  In homeroom math, we use the 
Everyday Math curriculum.  Some 
areas that fourth graders will be 
working on include place value and 
rounding to six digits, multiplication of 
double-digit numbers, long division, and 
basic geometry and algebra. 

For math flex, 4th grade 
students are placed into flex groups 
and will focus on their needs within 
those groups.  Teachers follow the 
South Bend Community School 
Corporation curriculum map for 4th 
grade.  Topics change about every four 
weeks and hit on the Indiana state 
math standards.  These groups are 
flexible and are therefore likely to 
change each quarter.  

Regardless, of the topic area, it 
is imperative to the students’ success, 
now and in the future, that they are 
practicing and mastering basic math 
facts. 

Science: 
A big project students do in the 

fourth grade is their Science Fair 
Project.  Students who were at Kennedy 
last year will remember that they did a 
project in third grade as well.  Students 
will try and answer a question they have 
about the world around us by using the 
scientific method.  First they pick a 
question.  This should be about a topic that 
interests them.  If your child likes nature 
their question might involve plants or 
animals.  If your child enjoys technology, 
their question might involve how to make 
an object work more efficiently or it might 
be about a new invention to solve a 
problem.  Once students have a question 
they want to solve, they should form a 
hypothesis.  This is their best guess as to 
how their experiment will turn out.  One 
thing 4th graders focus on is their 
variables and knowing the difference 
between independent and dependent 
variables.  In order to have a valid 
experiment, students can only change ONE 
thing.  Everything else needs to stay 
exactly the same.  Students will get to 
present their project to a panel of judges 
and the rest of the school in 
November.  This is a huge part of our 
science grade in the 2nd quarter.  

Throughout the year students also 
get science instruction from their teachers 
through the I.S.I kits.  These kits are part 
of Indiana’s science initiative and they help 
students learn about magnetism and 
electricity, geology, and life cycles.  These 
kits pair with our P.L.T.W program to give 
students a well-rounded science curriculum. 
 

Reading: 
Fourth grade is filled with 

wonderful opportunities for students to 
grow in writing and language arts. This 
year we will be doing a paragraph a 
week to increase students’ writing skills. 
We will also have a formal writing 
prompt once per quarter to help them in 
preparing for standardized testing in the 
spring. Each classroom also will have 
various writing projects and journaling 
activities designed to help students 
become better writers. 

We will also be teaching the 
conventions of writing, and grammar 
skills as well as covering all the career 
and readiness standards mandated by 
Indiana’s Department of Education.  

We as a 4th grade team will 
seek to make our writing and language 
arts instruction relevant and fun. 
Writing and learning grammar is a 
rewarding experience that prepares our 
students for the future. We are looking 
forward to partnering with each of you 
to increase our scores on standardized 
tests as well as developing a love of 
language for each of our students. 
Our reading program is also aligned with 
state standards. As a 4th grade, we do 
literature circles, use the Reading 
Wonders Program in some capacity, and 
encourage independent reading. We also 
differentiate our reading instruction to 
best serve the needs of each of our 
students at their specific reading level. 


